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Whilst at Shamakhi, Nadir, through Golitzin, threatened Russia with
war unless Baku and Darband were given up, his argument being that
Turkey would not restore the provinces in her occupation so long as
Russia retained any Persian territory. The Russian court then sent word
to Nadir that, notwithstanding the treaty of Resht, its forces would evacuate
all Persian territory, provided that Persia ratified the treaty and bound
herself to regard Russia's enemies as her own. In October, 1734,
General Levashev (who had succeeded the Count von Hesse-Homburg
in the command of the Russian forces in Daghistan) received orders to
evacuate all territory south of the Darband district, including the town
of Baku, and to prepare for the handing over of Darband.1
On the i^th September, Nadir left Shamakhi with half his army,
numbering 12,000 men, and penetrated into the heart of the Ghazi
Qumuq country, with the object of destroying Qumuq itself. Three
days later Tahmasp Khan Jalayir set out with the remaining 12,000
men for the Qabala district, where Surkhai was reported to be. Tahmasp
Khan encountered Surkhai at Deveh Batan, on the road from Shamakhi
to Qabala. Surkhai had 20,000 men in all, including 8,000 Turks and
Tatars from Ganja under Mustafa Pasha and the Qalgha Fath Girai..
His preponderance offeree would have been even greater if King Taimuraz
of Kakheti2 had not heavily defeated another Turkish army and forced it
Back to Tiflis. Despite his inferior numbers, Tahmasp Khan routed
Surkhai's composite force ; Surkhai fled towards Qumuq, and the Turks
and Tatars retired to Ganja. Tahmasp Khan followed up this success by
capturing and destroying Surkhai's fortress of Khachmaz.8
Meanwhile, Nadir was advancing with some difficulty in the Ghazi
Qumuq country. Surkhai, after offering to submit, attempted resistance,
but he suffered defeat again near Qumuq, and fled to Avaria. Nadir
then destroyed Qumuq and seized Surkhai's treasures.
Khass Fulad Khan, the son of 'Adil Girai,4 the former Shamkhal of
Tarkhu, who was a personage of some importance in Daghistan, submitted
to Nadir. Nadir revived the post of Shamkhal, and conferred it on Khass
Fulad.6 .
1 Butkov, Vol. I, p. 127.   Baku was not, however, given up until the spring of 1735 (see p. 86
below).
1 Taimuraz, who had succeeded his brother Constantine (Muhammad Quli Khan) as King of
Kakheti in 1731, had sworn allegiance to Turkey.   As the Turks failed to redress the wrongs,
of Kakheti, Taimuraz espoused the Persian cause; see Vakhusht, H. de la G., Vol. II, Part
I, pp. 130 and 131.
 •	T.N., p. 146.
 •	'Adil Girai had rebelled against Russia in 1725, but the Russian Government had suppressed the-
revolt, and exiled him to Kola, in the north of Lapland; at the same time, it abolished the
Shamkhalate of Tarkhu.
•	T.N., p. 148.   Nadir, it seems, wished to revive the Shamkhalate as it had been before the,
split took place between the Ghazi Qumuqs of the mountains and those of Tarfchu.

